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TO  THE  JOINT  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  WEST  BERKS 


UNITED  DISTRICTS. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

We  beg  to  submit  our  annual  report  for  the  year  1943. 

As  in  the  previous  years  this  report  is  an  interim  one  and 
is  confined  to  essential  and  urgent  matters  as  recommended 
in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  10/44  of  the  15th  February, 
1944. 

Full  records  are  being  preserved  so  that  it  will  be  possible 
to  issue  a  fuller  report  if  required. 

Generally  speaking  it  can  be  said  that  1943  has  been  a 
healthy  year  although  it  has  shewn  a  rise  in  notification  of 
measles  compared  with  1942.  The  Northern  area  also  shewed 
an  increase  of  notification  of  Scarlet  Fever.  There  was  a 
sharp  epidemic  of  influenza  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
full  extent  of  this  being  unknown  as  the  disease  is  not  notifi¬ 
able  but  it  was  responsible  for  thirty-two  deaths. 

There  were  again  very  few  cases  of  notifiable  disease 
amongst  the  troops  stationed  in  the  area. 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

G.  CLARK, 

L.  P.  de  COSTOBADIE, 

Medical  Officers  of  Health 


June,  1944. 


Members  of  the  Joint  Committee 

of'  the 

WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS 
for  the  Year  1944. 


Representing  ABINGDON  Urban  District  : 

V.  J.  Leach,  Esq.,  Bath  Street,  Abingdon.  (Vice-Chairman). 

Representing  ABINGDON  Rural  District  : 

E.  J.  Jones,  Esq.,  The  Cottage,  Gozzard’s  Ford,  Marcham. 
(Chairman) . 

Lt.-Col.  S.  T.  Austin,  O.B.E.,  The  White  House,  Shippon. 

Representing  BRADFIELD  Rural  District  : 

Major  A.  G.  Wilkinson,  The  Malt  House,  Yattendon,  Bradfield. 

E.  B.  Wilbraham,  Esq.,  Pyt  House,  Ashampstead,  Bradfield. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Secretan,  Bucklebury  Common,  Reading. 

Representing  FARINGDON  Rural  District  : 

Rev.  J.  W.  Cole,  The  Rectory,  Flinton  Waldrist. 

T.  Dewe,  Esq.,  Longworth,  Near  Abingdon. 

Representing  HUNGERFORD  Rural  District  : 

T.  Sandell,  Esq.,  Stubwood  Farm,  Hungerford. 

Representing  NEWBURY  Urban  District  : 

Alderman  C.  W.  Burns,  10,  Buckingham  Road,  Newbury. 

Major  A.  V.  Bradshaw,  M.C.,  140,  Newton  Road,  Newbury. 

Representing  NEWBURY  Rural  District  : 

A.  S.  B.  Tull,  Esq.,  J.P.,  Round  Oak,  Greenham,  Newbury. 

F.  J.  Coxhead,  Esq.,  Station  Road,  Thatcham,  Near  Newbury. 

Representing  WAULINGFORD  Urban  District  : 

E.  S.  Walmsley,  Esq.,  Walcots,  Wallingford. 

Representing  WALUINGFORD  Rural  District  : 

F.  I.  Ryman,  Esq.,  East  Hagbourne,  Nr.  Didcot. 

Representing  WANTAGE  Urban  District  : 

A.  T.  Evans,  Esq.,  The  Manor  Farm,  Charlton,  Near  Wantage. 

Representing  WANTAGE  Rural  District  : 

Rev.  C.  W.  W.  Bourne,  The  Vicarage,  Grove,  Wantage. 

Lt.-Col.  H.  A.  Engledue,  Barton  House,  Lockinge. 

Clerk  to  the  Joint  Committee  : 

B.  Challenor,  Esq.,  67,  Stert  Street,  Abingdon.  (Tel.  No.  13.) 


WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS 


NORTHERN  AREA. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

G.  Clark,  Public  Health  Office,  59,  Stert  Street,  Abingdon 


.  Districts. 

Telephone  :  Abingdon  598. 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Abingdon  Urban  Gifford  Saffin,  Council  Offices,  The  Abbey 


Abingdon  Rural 

House,  Abingdon.  (Telephone  5). 

.  T.  E.  Upton,  60,  Bath  Street,  Abingdon. 

]  Faringdon  Rural 

| 

(Telephone  361).  ^  ^ 

...  A.  G.  Underwood,  London  Strdet,  Faringdon. 
(Telephone  3121). 

|  Wallingford  Urban  . 

..  C.  J.  Flooks,  Town  Hall,  Wallingford. 

Wallingford  Rural 

(Telephone  2155). 

-Jit"  '•  Vn  W<4»  VV  ■  v  vi  -1  'v 

. ..  C.  J.  Gayfer,  1,  ..Church  Fane.  Wallingford. 

Wantage  Urban 

(Telephone  3251).  » 

...  H.  Vivian  James,  Town  Hall,  Wantage. 

4  Wantage  Rural 

(Telephone  240)  .  i 

Uf'  ■  :  ',/ws  .'  - 

...  H.  Shepherd,  Darnffisoy  Ikmse,  Grove,  Wantage. 
(Telephone  269). 

SOUTHERN  AREA. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

L.  P.  de  Costobadie,  Public  Health  Office,  Greenham  House,  Newbury 


Telephone  :  Newbury  1144. 

Districts. 

Bradfield  Rural 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

...  T.  Harold  Windle.  Town  Hall  Chambers. 
Blagrave  Street,  Reading.  (Telephone  2293). 

i  Hungerford  Rural 

W.  S.  Raine,  128,  High  Street,  Hungerford. 
(Telephone  29). 

Newbury  Urban 

5..  J.  Hague,  Town  Hall,  Newbury. 

(Telephone  109). 

Newbury  Rural 

...  Edwin  G.  Hampshire,  JPhneriix  _House,  Bar¬ 
tholomew  Street,  Newbury.  (Telephone  174). 

WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS 


THE  WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS  consist  of  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Abingdon,  Newbury,  Wallingford  and 
Wantage,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Abingdon,  Bradfield,  Far- 
ingdon,  Hungerford,  Newbury,  Wallingford  and  Wantage. 

AREA  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  area  of  each  district,  together 
with  Birth  Bate,  Death  Rate  and  Infant  Mortality  Rate. 


District. 

Area  in  Acres 
(Land  and  Inland 
Water.) 

Birthrate  per 

1 ,000  of  the 
estimated 
population  at 
the  middle  of 
1943 

Death-rate 
per  1,000  of 
the  estimated 
population 
at  the  middle 
of  1943 

Deaths  of 
Infants 
under  1  }’ear 
per  1 ,000 
live  births 

Abingdon  Urban 

1,713 

20  3 

13*8 

31  -7 

Newbury 

2,612 

15*3 

13  7 

21-7 

Wallingford  ,, 

760 

16  1 

11  -9 

55*6 

Wantage  ,, 

2,797 

18  8 

13-5 

11  8 

Abingdon  Rural 

41.225 

18-6 

8*9 

25.4 

Bradfield 

53.008 

13  2 

12  8 

400 

Faringdon  ,, 

55,726 

16  2 

10-7 

23  3 

Hungerford  ., 

44.817 

20-7 

10-8 

15*7 

Newburv 

41,660 

16.6 

111 

32-0 

Wallingford  .. 

21.772 

18-3 

9-8 

31-5 

Wantage  ., 

74,179 

17-0 

116 

19  7 

340,269 

17-1 

11  «6 

27*0 

The  illegitimate  birth  rate  was  52.7  per  1,000  live  births. 

In  addition  to  the  births  accounted  for  above  there  were 
53  still-births. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Five  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  as  having  re¬ 
sulted  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and  partu¬ 
rition. 


DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  totalled  7.  One 
death  was  due  to  Scarlet  Fever,  two  to  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever, 
one  to  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  one  to  Measles  and  two  to  Whoop¬ 
ing  Gough. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  in  each  district  during  1943. 


District. 

Disease. 

Abingdon  Urban. 

Newbury  Urban. 

Wallingford  Urban. 

Wantage  Urban. 

Abingdon  Rural. 

i 

Bradfield  Rural. 

Faringdon  Rural 

Hungerford  Rural. 

Newbury  Rural. 

Wallingford  Rural. 

Wantage  Rural. 

Total  :  West  Berks 

United  Districts. 

Smallpox 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

Diphtheria 

1 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

2 

13 

Scarlet  Fever 

52 

18 

12 

5 

88 

27 

36 

6 

15 

20 

15 

294 

Eysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

4 

... 

2 

1 

16 

3 

l 

2 

2 

2 

2 

35 

Paratyphoid)... 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

.  •  . 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

5 

.  •  • 

1 

3 

7 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

1 

1 

24 

Oerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

... 

2 

l 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

1 

2 

... 

•  .  • 

•  .  • 

10 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Acute  Polioencephalitis... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

... 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Acute  Encephalitis 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

5 

Lethargica... 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

.  .  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

.  • . 

•  •  • 

1 

Malaria 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

... 

... 

Dysentery 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

1 

.  .  • 

1 

.  .  . 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

5 

Acute  Pneumonia 

6 

1 

6 

1 

15 

73 

7 

9 

6 

14 

4 

142 

Measles 

246 

218 

94 

4 

440 

355 

43 

82 

186 

158 

64 

1890 

Whooping  Cough 

24 

21 

12 

7 

27 

164 

32 

48 

23 

45 

12 

415 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of 

17 

8 

2 

i 

24 

18 

6 

1 

9 

10 

13 

13 

127 

Tuberculosis... 

8 

3 

1 

2 

1  13 

6 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

41 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Number  of  Children  Immunised  against  Diphtheria. 


19 

11 

19 

42 

19 

43 

Under  5 

5  to  1  5 

Under  5 

5  to  1 5 

Under  5 

5  to  15 

Abingdon  Urban  ... 

313 

1,122 

281 

121 

183 

19 

Newbury  ,, 

397 

1  ,o80 

294 

435 

282 

136 

Wallingford  ., 

84 

784 

93 

6 

90 

7 

Wantage  ,, 

151 

744 

61 

69 

81 

72 

Abingdon  Rural 

879 

1,707 

252 

255 

151 

99 

Bradfield  , , 

638 

1.379 

172 

96 

115 

87 

Faringdon  ,, 

405 

1 ,432 

87 

104 

176 

27 

Hungerford  ,, 

514 

1,187 

102 

129 

86 

— 

Newbury  ,, 

575 

1,575 

180 

161 

90 

13 

Wallingford  ,, 

252 

2,216 

328 

215 

178 

29 

Wantage  ,, 

539 

2,071 

71 

132 

103 

20 

Percentage  Immun- 

ised  at  end  of  year 

50-3 

62*1 

61 

68-5 

65‘5 

83-2 

The  percentages  for  1943  have  been  calculated  after  making 
allowances  for  the  removal  of  pre-school  children  to  the  school 
group  and  the  fact  that  many  of  those  immunised  in  the  school 
group  have  now  passed  out  of  the  5 — 15  age  group. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Totals 

1938 

58 

37 

95 

1939 

77 

33 

110 

1940 

114 

50 

164 

1941 

85 

52 

137 

1942 

131 

61 

192 

1943 

127 

41 

168 

The  above  table  shews  the  notifications  of  Tuberculosis 
received  during  the  last  six  years.  Although  the  numbers 
for  1943  are  higher  than  for  1938  they  do  shew  a  decline  on 
1942  particularly  in  the  Non-Pulmonary  type. 

SCABIES. 

There  have  not  been  a  great  number  of  cases  of  Scabies 
brought  to  official  notice  as  most  are  treated  by  Medical 
Practitioners. 

School  children  and  pre-school  children  are  treated  by  the 
County  Council  Nurses  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  supplies 
of  PRO-S CABIN  to  issue  along  with  instructions  for  the 
patients  to  treat  themselves. 

In  addition  there  are  arrangements  for  in-patient  treatment 
at  the  Public  Institutions,  whilst  Abingdon  Borough  and 
Rural  Councils  have  come  to  an  arrangement  with  Oxford 
City  for  in  and  out-patient  treatment  at  Cold  Arbour  Hospital. 

The  County  Council  have  a  centre  in  Abingdon  Borough 
for  the  treatment  of  Scabies. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

The  increase  in  the  incidence  of  Venereal  Disease  continues, 
the  increased  rate  being  more  marked  in  females. 
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The  following  table  gives  times  and  places  available  for  the 
treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  : — 

The  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading. 

Male  Wednesday,  2  p.m.  and  Saturday,  5  p.m. 

Female  Wednesday,  5  p.m.  and  Saturday,  3  p.m. 

The  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford. 

Male  Wednesday,  6  p.m.  and  Saturday,  3  p.m. 

Female  Monday,  6  p.m.  and  Wednesday,  3  p.m. 

The  Isolation  Hospital,  Swindon. 

Male  Wednesday,  7  to  8.30  p.m.  and  Friday,  6  to  7.30  p.m. 

Female  Monday,  5  to  6.30  p.m.  and  Friday,  2  to  3  30  p.m. 


<) 


ABINGDON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

There  have  been  no  changes  with  regard  to  the  Public 
Water  Supply,  which  has  continued  to  shew  good  results  on 
the  regular  Bacteriological  tests  and  whilst  there  has  been  no 
definite  shortage  there  has,  as  previously,  been  some  difficulty 
in  maintaining  sufficient  pressure  to  supply  upper  rooms  in 
the  more  elevated  parts  of  the  town. 

Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  weekly. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS} 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

52 

51 

— 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

4 

2 

— 

Paratyphoid).. . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pvrexia  ... 

3 

3 

— 

Cerehro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

■ — 

— 

— 

Dvsenterv 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

8 

3 

4  (al  1  forms) 

Measles 

242 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

26 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

There  were  two  Military  cases,  one  of  Erysipelas  and  one 
of  Pneumonia- — this  latter  case  being  fatal. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  more  prevalent  than  usual.  It  was  of 
a  mild  type  and  the  majority  of  cases  occurred  in  November 
and  December. 
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Measles  was  very  prevalent.  With  one  exception  all  the 
cases  occurred  in  the  first  two  quarters. 

The  one  case  of  Diphtheria  was  an  un-immunised  adult. 

All  three  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  recovered  completely. 


ABINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Public  Water  Supplies  have  been  maintained  in  adequate 
quantity  and  of  high  degree  of  Bacteriological  purity. 

Scavenging  was  abandoned  during  the  summer  months 
owing  to  labour  shortage  but  was  resumed  in  the  winter 
period,  for  the  more  urbanised  areas  upon  a  monthly  basis. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

88 

81 

1 

Erysipelas 

16 

4 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid).. . 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

3 

1 

— 

Cerehro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

1 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

1  0 

4 

5  (al  1  forms) 

Measles 

440 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

27 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Relapsing  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Included  in  the  above  table  are  3  Military  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  I  Gerebro-Spinal  Fever,  2  Pneumonia,  1  Measles  and 
I  case  of  Relapsing  Fever.  The  three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
were  treated  in  the  Abingdon  Isolation  Hospital,  the  Cerebro¬ 
spinal  Fever  case  received  treatment  in  the  Radcliffe  Infir¬ 
mary,  one  of  the  cases  of  Pneumonia  was  removed  to  the 
Military  Hospital,  Oxford  while  the  case  of  Relapsing  Fever, 
believed  to  be  contracted  in  Algiers  was  removed  to  the  R.A.F. 
Hospital,  Iialton. 
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Scarlet  Fever  shewed  an  upward  trend,  the  cases  notified 
being-  an  increase  of  100%  on  the  previous  year,  of  which 
the  majority  were  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  The  disease 
was  generally  of  a  mild  type  although  there  was  one  fatal 
case  in  an  adult  female. 

The  case  of  Diphtheria  was  an  adult  who  said  she  had  been 
immunised  four  years  ago. 

Measles  was  again  prevalent  after  a  year’s  interval.  The 
majority  of  the  cases  being  in  the  first  two  quarters. 

All  three  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  made  complete  recover¬ 
ies. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

Deaths. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  —  1 

1  —  5 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

5  —  10 

•  •  • 

... 

3 

... 

10  —  15 

l 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

15  —  20 

... 

1 

... 

1 

20  —  25 

4 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

25  —  35 

6 

4 

1 

1 

2 

... 

35  —  45 

3 

.  . 

1 

... 

3 

... 

•f  t)  -  O  0 

l 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

55  —  65 

1 

... 

... 

... 

! 

... 

65  and  upwards 

... 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

. .  . 

Totals 

16 

8 

7 

6 

8 

2 

0 

2 

BRADFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

No  shortage  of  water  occurred  during  the  year. 

Work  was  commenced  in  June  on  a  20  inch  pumping  main 
from  Pangbourne  to  Tilehurst. 

There  are  162  Cow  feeper  and  dairy  farms  in  the  district 
and  200  inspections  were  made. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

10 

— 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

3 

1 

- - 

Paratyphoid).. . 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia... 

t“7 

1 

1 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

3 

3 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

- — 

— 

— 

Dvsentery 

— - 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

73 

- — - 

9  (al  1  forms) 

Measles 

3  o  o 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

164 

3 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

— 

There  was  1  case  only  of  Infectious  Disease  among  the 
Military  (Diphtheria). 

The  7  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  all  recovered. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Notified. 

Trea  ted. 

Y  ision 
unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths 

At  Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


N  E  w 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory  Non-Respiiatory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

—  1 

1 

1 

—  5 

.  •  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

... 

.  *  • 

5 

—  10 

.  .  . 

.  •  . 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

10 

1 5 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

15 

—  20 

1 

1 

,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

20 

—  25 

2 

1 

... 

... 

1 

25 

—  35 

2 

5 

... 

2 

2 

1 

8«> 

—  45 

2 

2 

.  •  . 

... 

... 

... 

1 5 

—  55 

1 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

1 

55 

—  (55 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

tin 

and  upwards 

.  .  . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Totals 

8 

10 

2 

4 

3 

3 

1 

O 
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FARINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Public  Water  Supplies  have  been  regularly  controlled  by 
Bacteriological  examinations,  and  with  the  exception  of 
Shellingford  and  Uffington  have  regularly  given  satisfactory 
results.  The  installation  of  an  automatic  chlorinating  plant 
has  been  commenced  for  the  Eaton  Hastings  and  Buseot 
private  supply.  Bourton  village  has  been  connected  to  the 
comprehensive  scheme.  There  has  been  no  reported  shortage 
of  water  during  the  year. 

Scavenging  is  done  monthly  and  is  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

'Total  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

36 

28 

— 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

1 

1 

— 

Paratyphoid)... 

— - 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

2 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

7 

3 

6  (all  forms) 

Measles 

43 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

32 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

Military  cases  included  on  the  above  table  are  two  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  two  of  Pneumonia. 
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In  general  it  was  a  light  year  for  Infectious  Disease,  the 
only  noteworthy  feature  being  in  Scarlet  Fever  due  to  a  mild 
outbreak  at  Stanford-in-the-Vale. 

One  case  of  Gerebro-Spinal  Fever  was  diagnosed  in  Swin¬ 
don  Victoria  Hospital  and  died  there. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

V  ision 
unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths 

At  Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Casks. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

Deaths. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  —  1 

1  —  5 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

5  —  10 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

10  —  15 

... 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

15  —  20 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

20  —  25 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

25  —  35 

1 

... 

... 

35  —  45 

... 

1 

1 

i 

45  —  55 

1 

... 

... 

... 

55  —  65 

... 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

... 

65  and  upwards 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

.  . . 

•  •  • 

1 

i 

Totals 

2 

4 

0 

3 

0 

l 

1 

2 
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HUNGERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  new  borehole  and  pumps  at  Lambourn  waterworks 
were  completed  during  the  year  and  are  now  working. 

There  are  61  Milk  producing  farms  on  the  Register  and  122 
visits  were  made  to  them  during  the  year. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

4 

— 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

2 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid).. . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia... 

1 

2 

- — 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

2 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

- — - 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

10 

— 

2  (all  forms) 

Measles 

186 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

23 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

There  were  2  Military  Gases  of  Infectious  Disease  (Pneu¬ 
monia  and  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) . 

The  small  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  which  occurred  in  1942 
has  not  recurred,  only  2  cases  being  notified. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods. 


0  — 

1 

1  — 

5 

5  — 

10 

10  - 

15 

16  — 

20 

20  — 

25 

25  — 

35 

35  — 

45 

45  — 

55 

55  — 

65 

65  and  up 

wards 

Totals 


N  KW 

Respiratory 

Cases. 

Non-Respiratory 

Deaths. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

6 

O 

O 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 
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NEWBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

There  was  no  shortage  of  water  during  the  year  and  samples 
proved  satisfactory.  Only  extensions  to  mains  serving  priority 
sites  were  carried  out. 

Bottle  washing  plants  at  the  chief  dairies  were  again  sub¬ 
jected  to  Bacteriological  examination;  the  results  obtained 
were  variable  and  in  some  instances  showed  considerable 
contamination.  In  only  2  out  of  15  cases  was  the  desired 
minimum  of  200 — 600  colonies  per  bottle  found. 

Examinations  of  milk  samples  from  the  chief  pasteurising 
plant  showed  90%  satisfactory. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

1  I 

— 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid) ... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

5 

3 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

2 

2 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

— - 

5  (all  forms) 

Measles 

218 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

21 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Of  the  five  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  all  made  satisfactory 
recoveries. 

There  was  again  a  moderate  epidemic  of  Measles,  218 
cases  compared  with  4  last  year. 
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There  were  2  Military  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  (Scarlet 
Fever  and  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever) .  Scarlet  Fever  continued 
to  be  of  mild  type  now  prevalent. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

V  ision 
unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths 

At  Home. 

1  n 

Hospital. 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods. 

Nkw  Casks. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

Deaths. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

0  —  1 

1  —  5 

f>  —  1 0 

10  —  15 

1 5  —  20 

20  —  25 

25  —  35 

35  —  45 

45  —  55 

55  - —  65 

65  and  upwards 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

l 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

3 

5 

3 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


The  attendances  at  the  Clinics  were  85%  of  the  births. 
Expectant  mothers  who  attended  ...  241 


Number  of  children  first  attending  Child  Welfare  Clinic  : 

Under  1  year  .  265 

Between  1  and  5  years  .  137 


Visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  : 

To  expectant  mothers  .  6 

To  children  under  1  year  .  703 

To  children  between  1  and  5  years  ...  1,857 


Number  of  persons  at  the  end  of  the  year  who  were 

registered  as  receiving  children  for  reward  ...  3 


Number  of  children  so  received  at  the  end  of  the  year  5 

Eleven  women  were  sent  by  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  to  the 
Royal  Berks  Hospital  and  2  to  the  Newbury  District  Hospital. 

The  average  daily  attendance  at  the  Victoria  Park  War 
Nursery  has  increased  from  40  to  55. 

The  Sick  Bay  for  evacuee  children  was  closed  in  May  owing 
to  the  difficulties  of  staffing. 
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NEWBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

No  shortage  of  water  occurred  and  all  samples  proved  satis¬ 
factory. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  181  houses  at  Thatcham  had  been 
connected  to  the  new  system. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infections  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

1  5 

9 

— 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

2 

1 

— 

Paratyphoid) ... 

— 

- — 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

- — - 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

- — 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

6 

— 

3  (all  forms) 

Measles 

186 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

23 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

There  was  only  1  Military  Case  of  Infectious  Disease  (Diph¬ 
theria)  . 

The  2  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  both  recovered. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

V  ision 
unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths 

At  Horae. 

In 

Hospital. 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

Deaths. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

—  1 

1 

—  5 

1 

... 

5 

—  10 

.  •  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

10 

15 

.  •  • 

... 

... 

1 5 

—  20 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

1 

20 

—  25 

2 

... 

... 

25 

—  35 

2 

.  •  • 

1 

... 

35 

—  45 

2 

2 

2 

... 

45 

—  55 

1 

... 

1 

•  •  * 

oo 

—  65 

.  •  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

65 

and  upwards 

.  .  . 

.  . . 

.  .  . 

1 

•  •  • 

Totals 

5 

5 

0 

1 

5 

1 

0 

0 
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WALLINGFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  Public  Water  Supply, 
which  has  continued  to  be  satisfactory  both  as  to  quantity 
and  quality. 

Refuse  collection  has  continued  as  usual,  disposal  being  by 
means  of  controlled  tipping. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

5 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)... 

_ 

_ 

— 

Puerperal  Pvrexia  ... 

— 

- — 

— 

Cerebro-Spi nal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

6 

— 

2  (all  forms) 

Measles 

94 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

12 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

There  were  no  notifications  of  Military  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease. 

Measles  was  quite  prevalent  in  the  second  quarter  of  the 
year,  the  remainder  of  the  year  being  quite  clear.  The  cases 
admitted  to  hospital  were  on  account  of  complications. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  more  prevalent  than  usual,  the  cases 
being  dispersed  throughout  the  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 
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WALLINGFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Public  Water  Supplies  have  been  well  maintained 
throughout  the  year  and  Bacteriological  analyses  have  given 
uniformly  good  results. 

Refuse  collection  has  been  carried  on  as  usual.  Disposal 
is  by  means  of  controlled  tipping. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

20 

17 

— 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

2 

1 

— 

Paratyphoid) ... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

! 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

3 

3 

— 

Acu te  Pneumonia  ... 

14 

13 

5  (al  1  forms) 

Measles 

158 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

45 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Included  in  the  above  table  are  two  Military  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever. 

Measles  was  fairly  prevalent  with  most  of  the  cases  con¬ 
centrated  into  the  first  half  of  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever  shewed  an  upward  trend  with  cases  distri¬ 
buted  throughout  the  year. 

Of  the  14  cases  of  Pneumonia,  12  occurred  and  were  treated 
at  the  Berks  Mental  Hospital.  One  was  treated  at  the  Rad- 
cliff  e  Infirmary  and  the  remaining  one  was  treated  at  home. 
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One  of  the  cases  of  Erysipelas  occurred  at  the  Berks  Mental 
Hospital. 

All  three  cases  of  Dysentery  occurred  at  the  Berks  Mental 
Hospital.  All  were  of  the  Sonnei  type. 

The  one  case  of  Diphtheria  was  an  immunised  child  aged 
7  years. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 
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WANTAGE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Public  Water  Supply  continues  to  be  satisfactory  as 
regards  both  quality  and  quantity.  A  new  tank  has  been 
erected  to  increase  the  pressure  in  the  higher  parts  of  the 
district  to  ensure  adequate  supplies  to  the  upper  floors  of  the 
houses  in  the  area. 

Following  complaints  about  the  effluent  from  the  sewage 
works  a  meeting  was  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Regional 
Chief  Engineer,  Ministry  of  Health  when  certain  recommend¬ 
ations  were  made.  The  first  stage  of  these  recommendations 
had  been  carried  out  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Scavenging  is  carried  out  weekly  and  controlled  tipping  is 
the  method  of  disposal. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS; 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

5 

— 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

1 

— 

Paratyphoid).. . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

2  (all  forms) 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

— 

Measles 

4 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

7 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
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There  were  no  Military  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  the  district  was  com¬ 
paratively  immune  from  Infectious  Disease. 

The  one  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ended  in  complete 
recovery. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Casks. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 
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WANTAGE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Public  Water  Supplies  have  continued  to  be  satisfactory 
with  the  exception  that  there  were  some  unsatisfactory 
samples  from  the  Brightwalton  bore.  A  chlorinating  plant 
has  now  been  installed  there. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS; 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

1  5 

9 

— 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

2 

2 

— 

Paratyphoid) ... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— - 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

- — - 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

4 

— 

4  (al  1  forms) 

Measles 

64 

2 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

12 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

Included  in  the  above  table  are  the  following  Military  cases: 
3  Measles  and  1  each  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Erysipelas. 

Beyond  the  fact  that  there  were  a  number  of  cases  of 
Measles  mainly  in  the  two  middle  quarters  of  the  year  the 
table  calls  for  little  comment. 

The  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  in  un-immunised  adults. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

Y  ision 
unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths 

At  Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

I 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

Deaths. 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

0  —  1 

1  —  5 

r>  —  10 

10  —  15 

15  —  20 

20  —  25 

25  —  35 

35  —  45 

45  —  55 

55  —  65 

65  and  upwards 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

i 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

0  •  • 

Totals 

7 

6 

1 

1 

7 

2 

.  o 

0 
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